
 

The Yardbroom Report   3/19

Welcome to the March meeting of our 

Club.

At the committee meeting this month 

we discussed ways and means of mak-

ing the general meetings more enjoya-

ble and more attractive socially.  The perception is 

that many problems are solved by means of one on 

one informal discussion and if we could facilitate this 

it would bring about a win-win situation.  While there 

will always be a place for specific presentations there 

will be active encouragement of more informal inter-

action (within reason).

At the February general meeting we trialled a bor-

rowed portable Wi-Fi modem.  You may not have no-

ticed, but, we did.  There was no breakup of signal 

and the speed was more than adequate.  The Club will 

therefore purchase a new portable Wi-Fi modem for 

use at future meetings.

Tonight David Porteous will give a presentation on 

the lesser known attributes of MS Word.  MS Word is 

probably the most widely used word processing pro-

gram, but, not many of us know what its capabilities 

really are.  Listen up!!!

Have a good evening.      YB

Disclaimer:  The information contained herein is of a general nature.  Always 

do your own research and seek advice before proceeding on information you 

don’t understand.

March, 2019

Contacts:  Web Site: — http://sdcuci.com

E-mail: — sdcucinc@gmail.com

M eetings are 

held monthly 

on the third 

Wednesday at 7.30 

pm, in the hall at the 

rear of St Mary’s 

Catholic Church on 

the Corner of Bains 

and Main South 

Roads, Morphett Vale

Cost $3.00 per person 

per meeting. This 

includes a copy of our 

Newsletter, plus 

coffee/tea and biscuits

Visitors are most 

welcome

After 3 visits, you are 

requested to become 

members

Annual Subscription: 

Single — $20.00 

Family — $30.00

Both Novice and 

Experienced 

computer users will 

be most warmly 

welcomed

Vol.: — 19

No  : — 3

Newsletter Editor: David Porteous — daibhidhp@aussiebb.com.au
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From the Editor — Welcome Back, Everyone

Our February 

meeting was the 

first for 2019.  

Welcome back 

everybody.  Inci-

dentally, despite 

the hot night , we 

had a good turn out as indicated above:

Missing from the picture was our indefatigable speaker for the night, Lindsay 

Chuck (inset, right above) and, of course, yours truly who was behind the cam-

era.

Lindsay gave a very informative talk on “Be Connected”, 

a government initiative to try to bring the general popu-

lace up to speed — or at least to dip their toes into the 

world of computers.  The site provides a surprisingly 

large number of courses (which are all free) on a great 

many issues that seniors, in particular, encounter when trying to use a comput-

er.  I can only say: “Give it a try” you will be doing the Club a favour by log-

ging in.  Page 6 f our January issue tells you how.  I have been using computers 

for about 20 years or more and thought I was fairly familiar with the programs 

I use, but I learned a couple of things I was not aware of.

I don’t know whether you keep previous issues of our monthly magazine but I 

do and occasionally have cause to refer back to a particular matter.  To facili-

tate this, I have created a Master Index back to the November, 2018  issue 

which I will put up on our computer site.  It will be maintained in alphabetical 

order based on subject.  From this issue on, there will also be a local index in-

cluded.  Please let me know whether or not you found the indices useful.

Subject Page No.
Android Apps to Help Control your Windows 10 PC Remotely 8

Cell –phone Emissions 3

Creating a System Restore Point 9

Firefox Fission to avert Spectre attacks 7

Performing a Clean Boot in Windows 12

Scanning E-mail Attachments for a Virus 5

Winaero — Windows Tweaker 11

Windows 7 Support to Cease 5

Yardbroom 1

IndexIndex
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Cell-phones with the Highest and Lowest Emissions

Someone from Microsoft once tweeted to me that smartphones are the super 

computers of the future.  Looking at the current technology that brings in arti-

ficial intelligence (AI), GPS (Ground Positioning Systems), and Big Data, it 

won’t be a hype to say that smartphones will replace the traditional laptops and 

tablets. A phone, too, could be harmful – depending upon how it is built and 

used!  This article looks at a list of phones with the highest and lowest emis-

sions.

This article is based on the data released by the German Federal Office for Ra-

diation Protection.  The German authority recently conducted research to show 

those phones with the highest and lowest emission.

Smartphones with the 

highest emissions

Xiaomi Mi A1 tops 

the list of phones 

with highest emis-

sions.  Four models 

of Xiaomi feature in 

the list left.

At second place is 

OnePlus whose four 

models feature in the 

list of phones with 

the highest emission.  

OnePlus 5T is sec-

ond, OnePlus 6T is in 

the fourth place on 

the list.  iPhone 7 is 

also present among 

other models that 

feature in the list of 

phones emitting more radiation that allowed.

Cellphones with the lowest emissions

Samsung is mentioned in the list on page 4 of phones with the lowest emis-

sions.  This list contains many Samsung models.  For example, there is Sam-

sung Galaxy Note 8, Samsung Galaxy A8, Galaxy S8+, Galaxy S7 Edge, Sam-

sung Galaxy S9, and Samsung S8.  The others feature the Chinese company 

ZTE whose three models are listed as shown in the image on the following 

page. (Continued on page 4)

https://www.thewindowsclub.com/what-is-big-data
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https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/

Why not register for 

Please note that these ratings were collected by them while phones were in use.  

A Bluetooth headset used with the high emission phones can bring down the 

phone’s emission radioactive risk ranking.

Different phones in different places can act differently.  Cellphone towers make 

a good impact on both the phone and the human using it, but not only that, it 

affects the whole ecosystem of living-beings.  In a way, we have to 

acknowledge that radio waves (harmful emissions) will be around until the sci-

entists find another type of carrier that is not harmful.  Here’s a post to inform 

you about how data can be passed using audio waves.

(continued from page 3)

https://www.thewindowsclub.com/data-sound-alternative-data-transfer-methods
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(continued on page 6)

Windows 7's support deadline may expire in July, if you don't 
apply this patch

The following was submitted by Lindsay 

Chuck.

If you're running Windows 7 and regularly up-

date your PC, you should be fine.  Windows 

10 users aren't affected.

Based on the 12 members who responded to 

the recent survey, possibly about 14 of our 

members are still running Windows 7.  If you are one of them, please take par-

ticular not of the following:— 

By Mark Hachman — Senior Editor, PCWorld | — 19 FEBRUARY, 2019

Windows users still running Windows 7 already face a deadline of Jan. 14, 

2020, when Windows 7 support expires.  But if you routinely block updates, 

break that habit briefly to allow an upcoming March patch.  Otherwise, Win-

dows 7 support will effectively stop in July. 

Here’s what’s going on: Microsoft delivers updates using either the SHA-1 or 

SHA-2 encryption algorithm for security’s sake. But the company recently de-

cided to phase out support for SHA-1 entirely in an upcoming security update, 

due to begin delivery on March 12.  That update will mark Windows’ shift to 

using the more secure SHA-2 hash algorithm.  In July, Microsoft will begin de-

livering Windows 7 security updates using SHA-2.  The upshot: if your Win-

dows 7 PC hasn’t installed the March 12 update enabling SHA-2 support by 

July 16, your Windows updates will effectively end.

(Microsoft hasn’t released a name yet for the patch in question, but the solution 

is a simple one: Make sure Windows updates are enabled.) 

How to Scan E-mail Attachments Online for a Virus 

Hopefully, most of us have antivirus software resident on our computers to pro-

tect our files from malware.  We are also taught not to open attachments from 

unknown email addresses.  But what if you want a second opinion about a sus-

picious email attachment?  Can you scan the attachment online for virus?  Here 

is how to do that.

How to scan email attachments for virus online

Should you receive a fishy email from someone, contact VirusTotal to screen 

the attachment.  VirusTotal Online Virus Checking is their attempt for a better 

Internet.

https://www.thewindowsclub.com/cannot-open-email-attachments-outlook
https://www.thewindowsclub.com/cannot-open-email-attachments-outlook
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(Continued from page 5)

Scan email attachments using VirusTotal

You can send the attachment to: scan@virustotal.com (see 3. and 6. below).

VirusTotal will scan the attachment using many different anti-malware soft-

ware and send back to you information as a reply to your email which includes 

results from their various anti-virus programs.

Sending attachments to VirusTotal

Here is a step by step guide to scan an e-mail attachment online for a virus:

1. Save the suspected e-mail attachment ( I suggest to your desktop).  In 

Outlook, right click on the item and select Save as Attachment and 

then select where you want to store the email

2. Create a new e-mail message “To” scan@virustotal.com.

3. If you want the VirusTotal Online Scanner results in plain text, in the 

“Subject” line, write SCAN; if you need an XML version too, write 

SCAN+XML

4. Attach as an attachment, the suspect e-mail that you saved.

5. Hit the Send button.

6. Alternatively, “forward” the whole suspect email together with the 

attachment to scan@virustotal.com with SCAN in the subject line.

The Reply from VirusTotal will show you the results in the format you asked 

for (see diagram, left, 

for an example).

It may take some time 

to reply if the load is 

high on their server 

and, if you opted for 

XML, it might take a 

few moments longer 

to process, so be pa-

tient.

You can see details in 

the e-mail.  If you se-

lected SCAN+XML, 

you will get a plain 

text message and an 

XML coded page as 

well.

mailto:scan@virustotal.com
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Firefox Fission will avert nasty Spectre-style attacks

One of the most widely feared and an unpopular, unpleasant instance experi-

enced in the online world was the discovery of Spectre. The vulnerability affect-

ed nearly every computer chip (modern processors) manufactured in the last 20 

years and impacted system performance significantly. Fortunately, this tragedy 

was reversed by the combined efforts of security researchers. Fast forward a 

year; we learn Mozilla is working on a project – Firefox Fission to keep your 

computer safe from the nasty Meltdown and Spectre CPU security flaws.

Firefox Fission 

will offer better 

security

Mozilla is aim-

ing to build a 

more robust 

browser that 

would not only 

offer protection 

against known 

security vulner-

abilities but also feature layers of built-in defence against potential future vul-

nerabilities. To accomplish this, the developers have already started to revamp 

the architecture of Firefox and support full Site Isolation.

“Over the last year, we have been working to lay the groundwork for 

Fission, designing new infrastructure. In the coming weeks and 

months, we’ll need help from all Firefox teams to adapt our code to a 

post-Fission browser architecture.

Fission is a massive project, spanning across many different teams, so 

keeping track of what everyone is doing is a pretty big task. While we 

have a weekly project meeting, which someone on your team may al-

ready be attending, we have started also using a Bugzilla project 

tracking flag to keep track of the work we have in progress, said Nika 

Layzell, a Firefox platform engineer, in a blog post.”

The makers of the browser haven’t yet set a deadline for the completion of the 

project. However, they have undertaken to complete the shipping of its elements 

in the Firefox Nightly test version when it’s ready.

Spectre-style attacks are potentially dangerous as they can be used to steal high-

ly sensitive personal information not just by exploiting web browsers but via 

processors too.

https://www.thewindowsclub.com/what-is-spectre-and-meltdown-vulnerabilities
https://wiki.mozilla.org/Project_Fission#Team
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Android Apps to Help Control your Windows 10 PC Remotely

Microsoft allows users to access Windows PC on their smart phones.  Multi-

platform access is a great way to be securely connected full time to your work 

or whatever.  It also goes beyond that — there are several Android apps which 

can control Windows 10 through a smart phone, via Wi-Fi, Bluetooth or any 

internet connection available, enabling you to do anything you would do on 

your Windows 10 PC from anywhere you can use your Android.

There are basically two kinds of applications.  One does so through transfer-

ring the screen of your PC onto your phone.  Whilst the other uses a mouse, 

which is similar to a remote control.  Here are some of the best apps.

PC Remote

This Android app uses Bluetooth or Wi-Fi to control your Windows 10 PC.  Its 

remote has quite a number of useful features.  Besides a regular keyboard and 

mouse, there are programs like PowerPoint and Excel.  The app uses the Re-

mote Desktop feature to let you view the home screen of your Windows 10 

system.  It has more than 25 console games which you can play with the touch-

pad.  It also has several layouts for gamepads letting you make up your own 

game.  This app can be downloaded from https://play.google.com/store/apps/

details?id=com.monect.portable&hl=en.

Chrome Remote Desktop

This app lets you control you PC from your Android phone.  It is accessed 

through a remote, and you need a Google account to use its features.  One of 

the best features of this app is the flawless screen sharing.  Users have found 

this app to be most helpful as well as being very  practical and user-friendly. 

You can use it with a touchpad, like on your phone, or you can get a mouse. 

You do need to be signed into Google Chrome with your Google id. This app 

can be downloaded from https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.google.chromeremotedesktop&hl=en.

Some of the further apps you can use include: KiwiMote (https://

play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=wowappz.kiwimote&hl=en); 

TeamViewer (https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?

id=TeamViewer&hl=en); Unified Remote (https://play.google.com/store/

apps/details?id=com.Relmtech.Remote&hl=en); VNC Viewer (https://

play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.realvnc.viewer.android&hl=en); 

Splashtop Personal (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.splashtop.remote.pad.v2&hl=en) and several others.

Don’t forget to create a Restore Point before you install each one you want to 

try — just in case!!
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Creating a System Restore Point

If you go onto the Web looking for how to create a System Restore Point in 

Windows 10, you will get answers from the “complicated” to the “very com-

plicated”  I won’t bore you with the details.

Before Windows 10, it used to be rel-

atively easy — and it still is but you 

need to know the trick.

1. If you have a Search Box on 

your Task Bar, simply key in the 

word “create” (with or without a 

capital “C”).  

2. If you don’t have a Search Box 

on your Task Bar, right-click the 

“Start” button and click on 

“Search”.  

3. In the resultant Search Box, 

simply key in the word “create” 

and click “Enter”.  Either way, 

the callout box (right) will ap-

pear.

4. Click on the “create” key 

(circled in red) and “OK”.

5. Another callout box will appear 

(right).  Key in a name (I’ve used 

“Just for safety”) and click on the 

“Create’ key (circled in blue).

6. After the short appearance of a 

“Progress Bar”, a confirmation 

callout box (below right) will ap-

pear stating that the restore point 

has been created.

7. Note the warning below.

(Continued on page 10)
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8. Should you need to restore your com-

puter to an earlier Restore Point, pro-

ceed as in paragraphs 1. to 3. on the 

previous page.  The callout box (fig. 1 

right) will appear.  Click the “System 

Restore” button which will be high-

lighted in blue.

9. On the “System restore callout box, 

(Fig.2) click “Next”.

10. Select the most recent known work-

ing restore point “Just for Safety” that 

will help you to fix the current prob-

lem (Fig. 3) .

11. If you want to, click the Scan for af-

fected programs button (see figure 3 

circled in red) to see the applications 

that will be removed, if they were in-

stalled after the restore point was cre-

ated.  

12. Following the appearance of the 

“Affected Programs Report”, Click 

“Close” 

13. Then Click “Next”

14. After the short appearance of a 

“Progress Bar”, (Figure 4) a confirma-

tion callout box will appear stating 

that the computer has been restored.  

Click “Finish”

(Continued from page 9)

4 March 2019 Just for Safety         Test

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4
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Winaero — Windows Tweaker

Are you completely happy with how your computer 

operates?  If you have a few niggles, Winaero may be 

able to help you out.  It works with several versions of 

Windows going back at least as far as Windows 7.  It 

includes possibly a hundred or more tweaks.  Howev-

er, here a word of warning — do one tweak at a time 

so that you can see whether you like it or not.  If you 

do more than one at a time and you don’t like the re-

sult, it will be very difficult for you to work out which 

one caused what you don’t like and in clicking ump-

teen “Undo’s”, you might end up losing lots of tweaks 

that you liked until you come to the one that you 

don’t.  You have been warned!

The latest version of 

Winaero Tweaker ver-

sion, 0.12.1.0, (is availa-

ble from https://

winaero.com/downloads/ 

and, what’s more, it is 

free.

Winaero’s various tweaks 

are sorted into categories which are 

listed down the left hand side.  See top, 

right for a very small sample of Winaer-

o’s abilities.  Selecting “Drive Let-

ters” (above) as an example, indicates 

the general format followed in each 

tweak.  They all follow the same pattern, 

enabling one to see how the tweak 

works and providing a comprehensive 

description of what the particular tweak does.

One that I particularly like, is the ability to get rid of is the “Shortcut Arrow”: 

from desktop shortcuts (see above, left).  One used to be able to get rid of it by 

personally making a tweak to the Registry, but Winaero has made it very easy.  

Making changes to the Registry is always fraught with peril if you don’t get it 

EXACTLY right.  If you are one to dabble in the Registry, ALWAYS but AL-

WAYS make a backup first as well as having a Boot Disk ready just in case you 

can’t re-boot Widows from your hard drive!



12

Post meeting Bun Fight

Performing a Clean Boot in Windows 10, 8 or 7.

A Clean Boot is used to troubleshoot advanced Windows problems.  If your 

computer is not starting normally, or if you receive unidentifiable errors when 

you start, you could perform a “clean boot”.  A Safe Mode boot uses a minimal 

pre-defined set of device 

drivers and services to 

start Windows.  In a 

Clean Boot, the comput-

er uses a pre-selected 

minimal set of drivers 

and startup programs, 

and consequently some 

programs may not work 

as you expect.

Always create a system 

restore point first!

To perform Clean Boot 

troubleshooting, you must take certain actions, restarting the computer after 

each.  You should manually disable one item at a time to try to pin point the one 

that is causing the problem.  Once you have identified the offender, you can re-

move or disable it.

To Perform a Clean Boot

1. To enter a Clean Boot state, 

“right click” Start and, in the 

search box, type “msconfig” 

and hit “Enter” to open the 

System Configuration Utility. 

2. Click the General tab, and 

then, 

3. Click “Selective Startup”. 

4. Clear the Load Startup 

Items check box;

5. Ensure that Load System Services and Use Original boot configuration 

are checked.

6. Click the Services tab. 

7. Select the Hide All Microsoft Services check box. 

8. Click “Disable all”.
(Continued on page 13)

http://forum.thewindowsclub.com/windows-tips-tutorials-articles/32140-how-run-selective-startup-using-system-configuration-tool-windows.html
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9. If the clean boot failed to fix the error, in the General tab, Click to clear 

the Load System Services check box. 

10. Click “Apply/OK” and restart.

11. To configure normal startup in Windows 10, simply undo the changes.

12. If the “Use original boot configuration” is greyed out in Windows 10, 

13. Download Dual Boot Repair Tool from https://www.boyans.net/dual-boot

-repair-windows-10.html .  It is freeware that allows you to repair Boot 

Use the Automatic Repair option which 

is much safer compared to the other com-

mands.  Once you have downloaded this 

tool and run its executable file, you will 

see the call out box (right). 

14. Click on the green Automatic Repair 

option.  You will be shown the screen 

(right) and asked to confirm your deci-

sion. 

15. Click on OK.  This will start the repair 

process.  

16. Once the job is done, you will see a Au-

tomatic Repair Successful message.  

17. Restart your computer and see the re-

sults.  

The problem should be resolved and the 
Use original boot configuration no longer 
greyed out!

Windows 10
For obtaining Windows 10 installation/recovery media for free you can use Windows 10 
Media Creation tool from Microsoft in 32-bit and 64-bit variant. The tool allows creation 
of bootable Windows 10 installation DVD/USB or allows the download of a Windows 10 
ISO which you can burn later to DVD/USB or use for fast image deployment with dism 
utility (I recommend this method of installation as it has several advantages).

Windows 8.1
If you have a Windows 8.1 retail key,  you can download free and create Windows 8.1 
installation(and recovery) media using Windows 8.1 Media Creation tool from Microsoft. 
The tool allows creation of bootable Windows 8.1 installation(and recovery) DVD/USB 
or simply a Windows 8.1 ISO.

Windows 8
9. If you have a Windows 8 retail key you can download Windows 8 for upgrade/

installation.

(Continued from page 12)

https://www.thewindowsclub.com/use-original-boot-configuration-greyed-out
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/software-download/windows10
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/software-download/windows10
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-8/create-reset-refresh-media
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-8/upgrade-product-key-only
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-8/upgrade-product-key-only
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Jest a MinuteJest a Minute

Life as a Senior Citizen isn't getting any easier, but sometimes it can be fun.

Yesterday my son e-mailed me, again; asking why I didn't do something useful 

with my time.  Like sitting around the pool, drinking wine, isn't a good thing?

Talking about my ‘doing-something-useful" seems to be his favourite topic of 

conversation.

“I’m only thinking of you," he said, and suggested, I go down to the Senior 

Centre and hang out with the fellas.

So, I did and when I got home, decided to play a prank on him.  I sent him an 

email saying that I had joined the Senior Parachute Club.

He replied, "Are you nuts?  You're 73 years old and now you're going to start 

jumping out of airplanes?"

I told him that I even had a Membership Card and emailed a copy to him.

Immediately, he telephoned me and yelled, "Good grief, Dad, where are your 

glasses?  This is a membership to a Prostitute Club, not a Parachute Club."

"Oh man, am I in trouble," I said, "I signed up for five jumps a week!"

The line went dead.

I have had one request since the last issue: 

present the instructions in dot point format ra-

ther than narrative.

By the way, did you notice that this issue is 

four pages longer, larger font and more open 

space.

I can reliably assure you that it was.  There were 16 pages in lieu of 12, the font 

was still Times New Roman but 16 point instead of 14 point and the distance 

between paragraphs has increased from 4 point to 6 point and I have also added 

an index.  Together with the move to dot point procedure instructions, they 

make a marked change (I hope improvement).  Please let us know what you 

think, together with any suggestions on how to improve your monthly tome 

— no subject is verboten — content, presentation, physical size (A5, as at 

present, A4 single double-sided page stapled together, or A3 folded in half, 

effectively an A4 sized booklet.  Emailed versions would be A4.
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MEETING RULES

We are allowed to use the facilities at the Hall at the rear of St Mary’s 

Catholic Church, on the corner of Bains and Main South Roads, Morphett 

Vale in return for a small fee plus respect for their property.  We ask for 

your co-operation in respect to the above.  

Whilst we have no control over what our members do away from our Club 

meetings, piracy of copyright material cannot be condoned at our meetings.  

Please respect copyright laws at all times.

— For Your Notes —

~ Tonight’s Topic ~

SOME OF THE MYSTERIES OF WORD

by David Porteous
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